


Our Mission:
“to conserve native ecosystems through 
restoration, research and community 
education” 

501(c)(3) non-profit

Corvallis, Oregon



Goal: Promote and support the use 
of native plants in habitat 

restoration.

NSN does not buy or sell seed

























How many seed zones?

How much money do you have?















What is the right seed?

Plant materials have histories

Geographic component
• Where did it come from?

Genetic component
• What has been done with it 

since collection?



Improved Plant Materials

• Selected and tested over multiple 
generations 

• Distinct, uniform, and stable

• Narrow genetic base

=Agronomic

=cheap



Plant Materials for Biodiversity

• Close to wild genotype

• Increased in as few generations as 
possible 

• Broad genetic base

=Messy

=Expensive



5 Steps to Native Seed

1. Know the biology of the species

2. Determine acceptable seed zone

3. Collect from many populations within zone

4. Growout: break dormancy

5. Increase in as few generations as possible

0.  Evaluate what’s already available



Are your objectives being met?

Who should do the research?



• 220 attendees

• 33 states

• 5 countries

• 2 field trips

• 3 ½ days of talks

• 70 presentations

• 40 posters

• 14 exhibits



Rob Fiegener

541-753-3099

rob@nativeseednetwork.org



Plant Materials Centers and Service Areas
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